This study aims at identifying the challenges facing Physical Education Teachers (PETs) in Jordanian public schools. The researcher utilized the descriptive method; and the study sample consisted of 150 male and female PETs who worked in public schools in Zarqa county during the 2013/2014 academic year. The study sample was chosen by the intentional method. The researcher developed a special questionnaire about the challenges facing the PETs in Jordanian public schools. It consisted of five main domains (i.e., increased numbers of the students in the classroom; abilities, devices/instruments, and equipment; content of the academic curriculum; the school environment; and the school management). The validity of the instrument was verified by presenting it to arbitrators, whereas the reliability coefficient was calculated using Chronbach Alpha (0.89). The primary results showed a variance at the challenges level facing the PETs; as the most were related to the increased numbers of the students in the classroom. On the other hand, the least were those related to the school management. In addition, the results did not show statistically significant differences in the challenges degree facing the PETs according to the gender and years of experience variables. The researcher recommended providing the decision makers in the Jordanian Ministry of Education with an overview of the primary results to find the appropriate solutions for the challenges which the PETs faced.
Study Objectives
The primary objectives of this study are to: 1) Identify the most challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools.
2) Identify the differences in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to gender variable.
3) Identify the differences in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to years of experience variable.
Study Questions
The primary study questions are: 1) What are the most challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools?
2) Are there statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to the gender variable?
3) Are there statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to the years of experience variable?
Methodology

Study Design
The researcher used a descriptive design using survey methodology due to its relevance to the nature of this study.
Study Population and Sample
The study population consisted of all male and female PETs in the public schools located in Zarqa county in Jordan (N = 175) during the academic year 2013/2014. The study sample was chosen by the intentional manner, and the sample consisted of (150) participants (i.e., 86% of the total study population); 78 male and 72 female teachers.
Study Variables
The dependent variable is the challenges facing the PETs in the Jordanian public schools, whereas the independent variables are gender (male, female) and years of experience in teaching (less than 5 years, 6 -10 years, 11 -15 years, and more than 16 years).
Study Instrument
A special questionnaire was developed to identify the challenges facing the PETs in the Jordanian public schools. The questionnaire included (25) items distributed over the following five domains: increased numbers of the students in the classroom; abilities, devices/instruments, and equipment; content of the academic curriculum, the school environment and the school management). The questionnaire was administered after obtaining the participants' consent in advance. The field-training students helped in the process of distributing and collecting the questionnaires. To determine the problem degree, the researcher used the Likert-type scale, which is one of the most famous types and most commonly used for developing the measurements and psychological tests. Several studies (e.g, Makhamreh, 2012; Shihadi, 2012; Ahmad, 2010) , which addressed the challenges facing the teachers were reviewed in order to determine the following percentages of the problem degree: 80% and more: Very high problems degree, 70% -79.9%: High problems degree, 60% -69.9%: Medium problems degree, 50% -59.9%: Low problems degree, 49.9% and less: Very low problems degree.
Psychometric Properties
The validity of the instrument was verified through presenting it to a panel of specialists in physical education teaching field. They were asked to review and provide feedback on the instrument concerning any need for changes in wording or additional items. The researcher modified the survey according to the specialists' comments. The reliability coefficient was calculated using Chronbach Alpha; the reliability coefficient value was (0.89).
Statistical Analyses
Data analyses were performed by using statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Descriptive statistics (i.e., means, standard deviations, and percentages) was computed to answer the first question; t-test was used to answer the second question; and One-way ANOVA was utilized to answer the third question.
Results and Discussion
Results and Discussion Related to the First Question
The results related to the first question "What are the most challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools?" are presented in Tables 1-6. Table 1 indicates that the highest challenge facing the PET related to the increased numbers of the students in the classroom is the challenge of teaching the skills in a good manner. On the other hand, the lowest challenge was the difficulty in dividing and distributing the students. The researcher ascribes this result to that the increased numbers of the students in the classroom weakens the ability of the teacher to teach the students, and to take into account the individual differences, as well as to provide students with the feedback to correct their errors. This result is consistent with the result of the study conducted by Harrison (2005) , which indicated that many of the sports programs were difficult to apply due to the increased numbers of the students in the classroom, and to the insufficient learning time required for applying. Table 2 shows that the highest challenge facing the PETS related to the abilities; devices/instruments; and equipment is the lack of the instruments for most of the sports games, whereas the lowest challenge was the ina-bility to maintain the instruments continuously. The researcher imputes this result to the lack of the funds/financial support for schools from the organizations in the community; to the high prices of the needed instruments; and to the decline of the budget given to the schools from Ministry of Education for the physical education. This interpretation is in an agreement with the results of the studies conducted by Orunaboka and Nwachukwu (2012) and Faedi et al (2010) , which showed that the schools suffered from the following: lack of the financial abilities and availability of the playgrounds, insufficient of the sport equipment and instruments, decreasing of the budget given to the school sports, and poor maintenance of the equipment and instruments in the schools. In addition, the study of Mahmmoud (2003) indicated that many of the sport instruments and equipment are of a non-maintenance nature and are destroyed due to their low quality. Table 3 reveals that the highest challenge facing the PETs related to the curriculum is that the curriculum does not appropriate for the educational environment, whereas the lowest challenge was that the curriculum does not take into account the students' needs. The researcher ascribes this result to that the curriculum contains certain academic units that cannot be applied in some Jordanian public schools due to the inexistence of a suitable educational environment to apply these units. This result is consistent with the study of Wanyama & Quay (2014) , which indicated that implementing the curriculum content requires special playgrounds. In addition, some high schools had eliminated the lessons of the physical education from their lesson schedule, since this subject is uncountable in the general average of the marks obtained. Table 4 shows that the highest challenge facing the PETs related to the school environment is the increasing numbers of the students in one classroom, whereas the lowest challenge was that the students unwilling to participate in the lesson. The researcher ascribes this result to the unavailability of the sufficient and suitable yards for the numbers of the students. Additionally, the increased numbers of the students in one classroom negatively affects the student's participation in the physical education lesson, and makes the students feel that the practice time in the lesson is short. This result is consistent with the Wanyama's study (2011) , which showed that many sport programs were difficult to apply due to inappropriateness of the school environment. Table 5 shows that the highest challenge facing the PETs related to the school administration is that the view of the administration to the physical education is a negative one, whereas the lowest challenge was the infringing of the school management on the special funds for the physical education. The researcher attributes this result to that some PETs do not commit themselves in applying the physical education curriculum based on the teacher's guide which accredited by the Jordanian Ministry of Education, as well as the Media ignorance for the importance of the profession and its concentration only on the local and international championships. This result is consistent with a study conducted by Rainer et al (2012) , which indicated that the school management has the main role in reducing the challenges facing the PETs at schools through providing the financial and moral support to the PETs. Table 6 indicates that the responses of the study participants to the challenges were very high for both the first domain related to the increased numbers of the students in the classroom with (84.40%), and the second domain related to the abilities, devices/instruments, and equipment with (82.60%). In addition, the problem degree was high for the third domain related to the content of the academic curriculum; for the fourth related to the school environment; and for the fifth domain regarding the school management, with percentages of (74.20%, 75.00%, and 78.40%) respectively. The average mean of the participants responses on all the domains was (3.95) with a (78.92%), which indicates the high level of the challenges facing the PETs in the Jordanian public schools. The researcher ascribes this result to the surrounding conditions around Jordan, and to the flow of large numbers of refugees into the country. This result is consistent with the results of Anmol (2015) that the increased numbers of the students in the classroom negatively affects the school sport in terms of the teaching style inside the classroom; applying the curriculum; distributing the lesson time; and providing the required equipment to the students to participate in most of the sport games.
Results and Discussion Related to the Second Question
The results of the second question, "Are there statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to the gender variable?" are presented in Table 7 . Table 7 indicates that there are not statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the degree of the challenges facing the PETs in the five study domains, as well as the overall mean as related to Table7. T-Test results for the significance of the differences in the problems degree facing the physical education teachers in the study domains by gender. gender (male, female). The researcher attributes these results to the fact that both male and female schools in Zarqa country in Jordan are suffering from the same challenges (i.e., increased numbers of the classroom students, shortage of the instruments, and difficulty in implementing the curriculum). This result is consistent with the results of the studies conducted by Faedi et al. (2010); Ahmad (2010); and Oudat et al (2009) , which revealed that the dealing of PETs with these challenges are close to each other due to the similar environmental and school conditions, as well as the shortage in the instruments and abilities.
Results and Discussion Related to the third Question
The results of the third question, "Are there statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the challenges facing the physical education teachers in the Jordanian public schools attributed to the years of experience variable?" are presented in Table 8 . Table 8 indicates that there are not statistically significant differences at the significance level α ≤ 0.05 in the degree of the challenges facing the PETs in the five domains of the study, as well as the overall mean as related to the years of experience. The researcher ascribes the inexistence of such differences to the inability of the Jordanian Ministry of Education to implement the solutions related to these challenges, which exist since several years ago. The reason of that may be related to the current crisis that the education in the Jordanian schools suffers from due to the situations surrounding the whole Middle East area. These conditions have a negative effect on implementing the sport programs and activities, as the school sport became mere written programs and activities that are difficult to apply.
Conclusion
The results of this study show that there are differences in the challenges level facing the PETs. The largest challenge appeared in the first rank was the domain related to the increased numbers of the students in the classroom, especially in PETs' inability to teach the skills in a good manner. The domain related to the abilities, devices/instruments, and equipment came in the second rank, with emphasis on the lack of the instruments for most of the sport games. The third rank was the domain related to the academic curriculum content, with emphasis on the inappropriateness of the curriculum content for the educational environment. The challenge of the school environment was in the fourth rank, with emphasis on the overcrowded students in one classroom. Finally, the domain related to the school management ranked fifth and last, with emphasis on the negative view of the school management about the physical education. 
Recommendations
The researcher recommends the necessity of briefing the decision makers in the Ministry of Education about the challenges facing the PETs in the Jordanian public schools, for the purpose of finding suitable solutions. Some of these solutions are to improve the ability of the teachers in teaching skills in a good manner; to provide instruments for most of the sport games; to modify the curriculum to make it appropriate for the educational environment; to reduce the number of students in a one classroom; and to change the negative view of the school management about the physical education.
Limitations
